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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 

 

370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
P  In the Name of our Triune God; 

C  the Name that is above all names. 

P  In the Name of the Father; 

C  we worship our Creator, who made the world and everything in it. 

P  In the Name of the Son; 

C  we worship our Redeemer, who has delivered us from sin and gives us new life. 

P  In the Name of the Holy Spirit; 

C  we worship our Comforter, who calls us by the Gospel and keeps us in the saving faith. 

ALL: To us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders, and  

  He will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 

Peace. 
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Confession and Absolution 
Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 

as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel, part one Luke 2:1–7 
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel, part two Luke 2:8–14 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a 

great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 
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368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel, part three Luke 2:15–20 
 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw 

it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 

her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as 

it had been told them. 
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380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon  
 

Offering 
 
Musical Selection 

 

Prayers 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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381 Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

From the Christ Candle all other candles are lit. Please DO NOT tip a lit candle. Tip the unlit candles to 

receive the flame from those already lit. 

  

THE CHRISTMAS LITANY 
P We are a wayward people. Yet, You O Lord, heard our cry. 

C Those who saw darkness now see the brilliance of Your salvation. 

P We struggle with the darkness of our hearts, and are lost and dead in sin. Of ourselves we are 

nothing, merely shadow upon shadow. But You are the salvation of our souls. 

C Those who saw darkness now see the brilliance of Your salvation. 

P Only You, O Lord, have the power of light to banish the darkness of sin. 

C Those who saw darkness now see the brilliance of Your salvation. 

P Come and rescue us from the constant temptations of the evil one. Send us Your Spirit. Send us 

Your Light in Word and Sacrament. 

C Those who saw darkness now see the brilliance of Your salvation. 

P Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will 

have the light of Life." 

C Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light 

to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven." Matthew 5:14–16 
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Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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